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by the cruellest repression. The aim of the owning class, of course,
was to get the General Strike postponed, to persuade the national
leaders to offer counsels of moderation, and to prepare, during the
time gained, for a successful offensive, if and when the General Strike
was called again by a working class disillusioned with many of their
respected leaders, This was almost exactly in line with what hap.
pened in Britain during 1925-26, when the projected general strike
was first postponed through the help of " Labour " leaders and when
it came later, was sabotaged and the miners' lone action smashed.13

From May 1946, there was happening in  India a sequence of
events that proved the people's temper.    From the Himalayas to
Cape Comorin the country was very nearly in flames.   The month
of May saw the unforgettable fight, in the sylvan surroundings of
beautiful Kashmir, of people who suffered every conceivable depri-
vation at the hands of a cruel and infamous autocracy that misruled
their lovely country.   The battle of the Dal lake,  where in the past
tourists from every land have tasted as it were the joys of paradise,
was the high watermark of a genuine people's movement.13    From
Kashmir, where the movement still defies suppression, the eyes of
of our people travelled to every single working-class centre where
mammoth demonstrations of the kind which happened in Calcutta on
July 29, lifted the All-India Postal Strike to a militant political level.
Here, again, the country's principal leaders, turned tragically sedate,
advised calling off of the strike on the assurance of a few minor
benefits and sympathetic consideration in the future.   In August-Sep-
tember, came the S. I. R. Strike, already referred to, sanctified by
the blood of martyrs and the privations of worker families.   In
October-December, the centre of people's interest shifted to two large
strongholds of feudal-eum-imperialist reaction-Hyderabad ruled by
the world's richest man, the Nizam, and Travancore in the far south,
both propped up only too visibly by British bayonet.   The blood of
our people had flowed, sometimes even at the instance of Congress
Ministries, at Amalner in Bombay (August 27), at the Golden Rock in
Trichinopoly (September 5) at Kolar (November 4), and at Coimba-
tore (November 11).   Andhra Kisans fought in Telingana (Hydera-
bad) a heroic battle against imperialist-propped feudalism and paid a
heavy toll in lives and. in suffering. In Travaneore State, the common
people made history, resisting   military   might   at   Vayalar   and

ia Compare article on "The General Strike" by Gr, Allison (Communist Review,
London. May, 1946.)
is Sheikh Abdulla, jailed for three years, was the leader oi this great upsurge J
his speech after arrangement in Kashmir Court has been printed in Labour Monthly
(London) Nov. 1946.